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[ABSTRACT]

Can Accountability Encourage Autonomy?
A case study of university evaluation in a Japanese university

Wang Xia *

An interview survey was conducted on two professors and an administrator of Kyoto University who were
responsible for the self-study of this university and external evaluation by the National Institution of
Academic Degrees and University Evaluation NIAD-UE, in order to clarify how university evaluations affect
the relation between the autonomy and accountability of universities. The collected data suggest that the
external evaluations by NIAD-UE encourage academics to review how they should evaluate themselves.
However, there are some issues concerning the effective use of the evaluation results: evaluations tend to
concentrate on a few faculties and staff who are enthusiastic, and there are many faculties and staff that
have neither participated in nor been interested in university evaluation. For the coming evaluation system,
it is essential to manage evaluations, as well as develop methods of expressing the mission and uniqueness
of each university. Regarding organizing faculties and staff in terms of evaluations, university evaluation is

substantially located in the improvement cycle, and accountability can help the autonomy of universities.

Former graduate student of Graduate School of Education Kyoto University (Master of Education)



