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REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10533 (Extract)

SEC. 4. Enhanced Basic Education Program. - The
enhanced basic education program encompasses
at least one (1) year of kindergarten education, six

(6) years of elementary education, and six (6)

years of secondary education, in that sequence.
Secondary education includes four (4) years of
junior high school and two (2) years of senior high
school education.

Kindergarten education shall mean one (1) year of
preparatory education for children at least five (5)
years old as a prerequisite for Grade I.

Elementary education refers to the second stage of
compulsory basic education which is composed of
six (6) years. The entrant age to this level is
typically six (6) years old.

Secondary education refers to the third stage of
compulsory basic education. It consists of four (4)
years of junior high school education and two (2)
years of senior high school education. The entrant
age to the junior and senior high school levels are
typically twelve (12) and sixteen (16) years old,
respectively.[The rest of the Section 4 is omitted
from the citation. ]
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[ABSTRACT]

The K to 12 Basic Education Reform in the Philippines:
Focusing on its Impact on Higher Education

MORI Rie *

Based on the Republic Act 10533 (RA 10533) or the Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013, duration of
elementary and secondary education in the Philippines was prolonged from 10 years to 12 years, making
them correspond with the international standard of school systems. This article examines this reform, which
is also known as the K to 12 program, focusing on its background and especially its negative impact on
higher education along with the countermeasures taken by the central government. This article points out
the significance of this reform as a case study of secondary-to-higher-education articulation issues. It also
explains why Filipino basic education accommodates Japanese higher education articulation regulation at

undergraduate and graduate levels in 2018 and 2022, respectively.
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