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[ABSTRACT]

Substantialization of the credit hour system and certified evaluation and accreditation

NODA Ayaka* , SHIBUI Susumu*

This study examined how certified evaluation and accreditation that were performed by the National
Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation between FY2005 and FY2011 (first cycle)
identified indicators and evidence for university efforts toward enhancing substantialization of the credit
hour system. It relied on a textmining approach to examine the rationales presented in final evaluation
reports by 126 institutions. The findings showed that each university reported multiple activities as the basis
for “consideration for substantialization of credit hours.” These activities were categorized into 13 domains
that included the CAP system, enrollment guidance, teaching methods, the GPA system, facilities, and 15-
week courses. The study attempted to reconsider how the evaluation indicators and evidence could be made

more effective in substantializing the credit hour system.

*  Associate Professor, Research Department, National Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation






