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[ABSTRACT]

The Types of those who go to Graduate School
and their Learning Outcomes in Japan

MIYOSHI Noboru*

The number of students enrolled in graduate school in Japan has increased. This paper investigates what factors
are influencing students’ decisions to go to graduate school and shows how these choices ultimately influence stu-
dents’ learning outcomes.

The data considered is taken from surveys of 412 Master’s students enrolled in four separate research-oriented
universities in Japan between November-December 2011. This survey was conducted by the Research Institute
for Higher Education in Hiroshima University.

The type of graduate students from self-undergraduate school, other-undergraduate school (quantity deviation
score university) and the type of graduate students who were in the same major fields of study in undergraduate-
graduate school had gone on to a graduate school by their surrounding high graduate school-going rate and family
backgrounds. Then, they gained high learning outcomes. These findings suggest that undergraduate school and
the relevance of the major field of study in undergraduate-graduate school are more important than students’ mo-

tivation to go to graduate school for gaining learning outcomes.
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