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NAME DATE

ASSIGNMENT

[1] DEVELOPMENT

__(5) The writing is very well developed and ideas are well supported.
___(4) The development is strong, but needs careful revision.

___(3) The development has strengths and weaknesses that are about equal.
___(2) The development is weak, but has a few positive features.

(1) Thereis a lack of development in this writing.

[2] ORGANIZATION

5) The writing is very well organized in a logical, informative way.

4) The organization is clear and strong, but needs careful revision.

3) The organization has strengths and weaknesses that are about equal.
2) The organization is weak, but has a few positive features.

1) There is a lack of organization in this writing.

—~ o~ o~

[3] CENTRAL/CONTROLLING IDEA

5) The writing has a clearly stated and supported central idea.

4) There seems to be a central idea, but it needs to be more clearly stated.
3) The central idea is not easily understood or it is confusing.

2) The central idea may not be found in a single sentence or two.

1) There is no central idea in this writing.

— o =

[4] GRAMMAR

10) The writing is nearly free of grammatical errors.

8) There are a few grammatical errors that do not hinder comprehension.

6) Grammatical errors occasionally hinder comprehension, but are not major.

4) Grammatical errors are major and hinder comprehension often, but not completely.
2) Grammatical errors are major and frequent; the writing cannot be understood.

—~ o =~ o~

[5] NATURAL LANGUAGE USE

5) Almost all expressions demonstrate natural language use.

4) There are a few (>6) awkward expressions that need revision.
3) Awkward expressions occur in several (6+) places.

2) Awkward expressions occur in more than 50% of the sentences.
1) Awkward expressions are found throughout this writing.

—
—
—
—
—
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A =30~27; B=26~24; C=23~21; D=20~18; F=>18 TOTAL /30

[11 DEVELOPMENT

paragraphs are connected paragraphs are coherent (each, an idea)
connections between ideas reasons details examples
conclusion follows ideas appropriate transitions

[2] ORGANIZATION

__ beginning, middle, end __ideas are arranged logically __ rhetorical pattern is evident
___order of writing seems planned ___there is a smooth flow throughout
___paragraphs stay on topic

[3] CENTRAL/CONTROLLING IDEA

main idea is obvious main idea is reasonable main idea is appropriate
main idea controls the writing main idea is focus throughout the writing

[4] GRAMMAR

fragments fused sentences parallelism verb agreement verb tense
verb form pronoun agreement pronoun reference

[5] NATURAL LANGUAGE USE

word level expression level sentence level

0 7.1: EAP Composition 0 50000000
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SOC 350 : Social Problems in the US

2009 Fall Semester: Wed & Fri. 12:30-13:45

Instructor: Michio Katsumata

Office Telephone: 5885  E-mail: katsumata@aiu.ac.jp

Cellphone: 090-4595-8867

Office hours: M-F afternoon (Anytime is OK as long as I am in the office.)

Course Goals
This course endeavors to equip students with the following capabilities:
1. The ability to identify different ways that sociologists go about charactering an
issue as a social problem.
2. The ability to creatively apply different levels of analysis to the most significant and
durable social problems facing the contemporary US.
3. The ability to figure out which of these problems are unique to the US and which
are generally experienced by developed countries including Japan.

4. The ability to both speak intelligibly and write coherently in English about subjects.

Course Description

This course surveys the most deep-seated social problems afflicting the United States
through many articles including both classic and contemporary readings that portray a
wide range of issues well. The course basically focuses on four questions: (1) What is the
problem? (2) What makes the problem a “social problem”? (3) What causes the problem?
(4) What can be done? --These questions give students a consistent sociological
framework to help them analyze the readings and think critically about social problems.
At the same time, students are strongly encouraged to see many videos of news
documentaries and movies that illustrate the social issues both in the U.S. and around
the world.

Classroom Activities
Class sessions will be comprised of a mixture of lectures, students’ presentations, group

discussions and documentary video screening.

Prior Academic Preparation

It is strongly suggested that, prior to enrolling in this course, students first have
completed Sociology (Sociology 180). Other courses useful to take previously to this one
include US-related courses in the Basic Education and Global Studies Programs.

Credits: 3
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Evaluation
(1) Class attendance and participation 30%

(2) Oral presentations 20%
(3) 2 short papers 20%
(4) Final paper 30%

Course Materials
e Joel M. Charon and Lee G. Vigilant Social Problems: Readings with Four
Questions, 37 edition. Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2009
* Other reading materials and videos shall be placed on library reserve.

Class schedule:
01(9.02): Orientation: An Introduction to Social Problems
02(9.04): Part I: What are the social problems? (Article 1, 2)

03(9.09): Article 2, 3
04(9.11): PartIl: Economic Inequality and Poverty (Article 4, 5)
05(9.16): American Dreams Failed? (Article 6, 7)
06(9.18): Why Poverty in America? (Article 8, 9)
07(9.30): PartIll: Work and Unemployment (Article 10, 11)
08(10.02): Video: “Modern Times”---Development of capitalism
09(10.07): The Vanishing Middle Class (Article 12)

- First short paper due (2~3 pages)
10(10.09): Latino and African American Experience (Article 13, 14)
11(10.14): PartIV: Racial and Ethnic Inequality: Video: ‘7 Have a Dream.”
12(10.21): Racism (Article 15, 16, 17)
13(10.23): Segregation in 21¢t Century (Article 18, 19, 20)
14(10.28): PartV: Gender Inequality (Article 21, 22)
15(10.30): Violence and Exploitation of Women (Article 23, 24, 25)
16(11.04): Homosexuality Issues (Article 26, 27)

17(11.06): PartVI: Crime and Drugs (Article 28, 29, 30, 31, 32)
--Second short paper due (2~3 pages)
18(11.11):  PartVI: Family issues (Article 33, 34, 35, 36)
19(11.13):  PartVll: Education (Article 37,38,39)
20(11.18): Best Schools (Article 40,41,42)
21(11.20): PartIX: Health Care (Article 43, 44, 45)
22(11.25): PartX: Political Institutions and Terrorism (Article 46, 47, 48)

23(11.27): Group Violence and Militia (Article 49, 50)

24(12.02): PartXI: Population and Environment (Article 51, 52)

25(12.09): Ecology (Article 53, 54)

26(12.11): Review: --- Final paper due (4~5pages)
1

072 0S0Cho0000000DOOoOoOOoDO
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MisSION] SRy ZwS gt ] mal

Alverno College is an independent
four-year liberal arts college serving
women of all ages, races, and financial
means. The student, her learning, and
her personal and professional
development, are the central facuses of
everyone associated with Alverno.

(8omEE7]
GENERAL OUTCOMES

1. Communication

2. Analysis

3. Problem solving

4. Valuing in decision making

Social interaction

w

=

Developing a global perspective
7. Effective citizenship

8. Aesthetic engagement

@Copyright 2007, Alverno
“uilege Institute, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, All rights reserved
under U.8,, International and
Universal Copyright Conventions.
Reproduction in part or whole by
any method is prohibited by law.
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4.

w

. Participates effectively in

OR OU l‘CE)MES
HEBLEDFERR]
Analyzes the interdependence

of peoples and societies in

their ecological context. Analyzes
social arrangements cross-
culturally and ecologically,

and brings a global perspective to
the discussion of social relations.

community life. ContributesNo
the well-being of her immedia
environment by employing

social scientific tools o make the
best use of its organizations and
institutions.

. Conducts social research.
Effectively uses qualitative and
quantitative research methods
to pose questions and gather
interpret data.

Exercises social imagination using
social scientific tools (theory,
rescarch, etc.). Demonstrates
creative thinking about how to
resolve social problems, stimulates
such creativity in others, and
pursues the best of the old ways -
and seeks out the new in public
discourse aboul today’s issues.

Articulates her social philosophy
and refines it in dizlogue with
others. Uses social science perspec-
tive to consider ethical é& moral
aspects of social customs & public
policies & creates effective criteria
for evaluating her own positions.

1 82DHEESELEIIER

COURSE OUTCOMES
(HEEAOZEEMR]
Facultes introduce students to the
perspectives, methods, & content of
the social sciences. Students develop
skill in analyzing social processes and
structures and examining various
social groups from sociological,
anthropolegicai, demographic,
economic, & political perspectives.
They also work at idenkifying their
own values and learn how values
originate in and shape the
environment in which we live.

aQurse Outcomes: {E*ﬂ}

Make systematic observations of

and inferences aboul social life.

2. Accurately use social scientific
concepts to describe and analyze
what you observe.

3, Atabeginning level, identify
diverse patterns in social life and
explain how social, political,
economic, and cultural forces
contribute to their emergence,

4. Describe influences of culture and
existing political, social and
economic organizations on your
values, opinions and behaviors -

—j and those of others.

.5y Practice basic skills of research,

/6. |Apply social scientific abilities

L./ listed above to explore & compare

diverse societics, and analyze how
they might be interconnected.

7. Prepare to better address
important public issues in your
own community, by describing
whal you personally already
know and can do about these
issues.

T R OFEBRRICE

1047
ASSESSMENT STIMULUS

JREEEOT LA

cheose between 2 options. [n Option

#1, they make participant observations.

of a micro-culture that is “new” to

them, and they interview a cultural

informant. They write a 3-6 page
mini-ethnography using social

scientific concepts to analyze the

micro-culture.
iteria (Abbreviated) [ SE{ BEE )
Make numerous accurate & §|] Eb/{”’
detailed observations while
conducting interviews and
participant observations,
Analysis & Iy ol Z

2. Provide sufficient evidence from
your observations to make well-
supported inference.

3. Accuralely use a variety of social
scientific concepts in your
analyses. (Analysis L2

4. Optional: Correctly use a
sociological theory to interpret and
analyze the micro-culture.
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5. Identify values in micro-culture &
campare them to own values; describe
your emotional respenses and explain
how they are connected to your
values. [Valuing L1)

6. Demonstrate beginning-level skill in
using ethical guidelines for research
by obtaining written consent from the
interviewee(s), protecting
conflidentiality, and taking steps to
cause no harm to participants,
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NAME INSTRUCTOR

MGT 100 INTRO TO MANAGEMENT  CASE

Key: S — Sarisfactory IND — Needs development U — Unsarisfactory

CRITERIA
1. Shows accurate observational skills from a management perspective.
(Analysis, level 1)
[dentifies important elements in problem situation
_ Accurately clarifies relationships becween fact and opinion

2. Makes reasonable inferences from a management perspective.
(Analysis, level 2)
Lists reasonable possible causes or sources of problem
Explicitly states own assumptions based on what has been observed
Uses convincing evidence to support inferences cited

3. Defines the problem using a management framework.
(Problem solving, levels 1 and 2)

Accurately states perception of the problem as a problem statement
Effecrively states desired situation in terms of one or more of the
managerial goals
Identifies specific, measurable criteria that can be used to deter-
mine when the desired situation has been reached
Accurately identifies specific critical constraints in solving the
problem

4. Demonstrates the ability to perceive and make relationships accurarely, using
management concepts. (Analysis, level 3)
Indicates appropriate conceprs that help develop solutions to the
problem situation

5. Communicaces effectively; demonstrates collegewide level 3 writing.

_6. Evaluates own strengths and weaknesses.

OVERALL EVALUATION
COMMENTS:

(HPT) REEfe ik

095 000000000000
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Commaunication CMIT 1Y -L(S)

Daveloping o Global
Parspective

(HiFT) Linda Ehley, “Digital Portfolio: A Study of Undergraduate Student and Faculty Use and
Perception of AlvernoCollege’s Diagnostic Digital Portfolio” (2006)
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