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[ABSTRACT]

External Academic Degree Program in the United States (II):
Charter Oak State College and the System of Higher Education in Connecticut State

Koichi HASHIMOTO*

The objective of this paper is to overview the system of higher education in Connecticut State and
Charter Oak State College (hereinafter called COSC) . Like Regent College and Thomas Edison State
College, COSC is an external degree program of Connecticut State of the United States, which does
not require students to academic residency, that is, it does not have an educational function on its
campus, but provides degrees (Associate, and Bachelor degrees) solely based on the evaluation of
external study. In this sense, this college has many aspects which are similar to that of NIAD in Japan.

In this paper, I intend to analyze the role and status of COSC in the higher education system of
Connecticut State. In details, first, I outline the higher education system in Connecticut State and the
administration organization which governs that system. Then I make a comparison of enrollments,
degree earners and cost of each organization within the system in order to clarify the role and status
of COSC. Then I analyze the current situation and future challenges of the entire higher education

system in Connecticut State and COSC. Finally I suggest the implication to our country.

*Associate Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees






