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[ABSTRACT]

Current Situation and Future Prospects of the Bachelor of NIAD

Koichi HASHIMOTO*

NIAD (National Institution for Academic Degrees) was established in July 1991 based on the Law
concerning the Establishment of National Schools and its task is to award degrees of B.A., and PhD
under Section 3, Article 68-2 of the School Education Law. A NAID degree is awarded under two
different schemes, [1] is based on the combination of successful completion of a program of junior
college and college of technology, and credit accumulation subsequent to the completion of the given
program/education at a university, [2] is based on successful completion of NIAD-approved program
provided by an educational institution established by a specific law and which is operated under the
ministries and agencies. Bachelor's degrees may be obtained under both schemes, whereas Master's or
Doctoral degrees, are currently only based on completion of a NIAD-approved program. The main
objectives of this paper are (1) to study the profile of the applicants and successful applicants of
scheme [1] and their patterns of the process to earn a degree, and (2) to analyze the outcome of the
survey by distributing a questionnaire to all the successful applicants just after degrees are awarded.

Awarding degrees in category [1] started in 1992. At the first year, five candidates applied for the
degree and only three were granted. But after that the number of applicants and successful applicants
has rapidly increased. In 1997, the total number of applicants was 1,130 (accumulated number 3,668)

and the number of successful applicants was 1001 (accumulated number 3,189) .

The result of the survey on applicants and successful applicants by 1994 was already reported on
this journal. So in this paper, 1 would like to analyze the applicants and successful applicants by the
end of 1997 (as for questionnair, by the end of 1996) and study the establishing system of NIAD
and situation and opinions of successful applicants. More concretely, I outline the structure of the
degree awarding system in Chapter 1, study the social attribute and the pattern of degree earning
based on the basic data of the applicants and successful applicants by the end of 1997 in Chapter 2,
analyze the way of thinking or action relating to the degree earning of the successful applicants at a
variety of phases mainly focusing on the basic certification in Chapter 3, and finally find challenges
to be tackled for the future.

I found as follows: firstly, most of the applicants say that they got information about the degree

awarding system of NIAD at their former schools, and only 10% of them say that they got the
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informatjon from other sources. This shows that the P.R. activities of NIAD are not effective enough.
As for the motivation to earn the degree by using this system, the largest number of the applicants say
that the degree is useful for their life (for life-long education), especially among the younger
generation. However, the motivation to earn the degree varies according to the preliminary
qualification. The largest number of applicants are students, and this reflects that many students who
are expected to complete the course at the end of the school year apply for the course. Many of the
non-student applicants have a job in the health and medical field which means that many of them
completed the three-year-program of medical junior college. As for the carrier path, many of them
stay the same position even after being awarded the degree, this may be because the survey was
conducted just after graduation. But from the survey on the graduates who were conferred the degree
one year before, many of them changed their carrier path, half of whom have their own carrier,
though the courses they took are very different according to the preliminary qualification. This
difference reflects the difference in meaning of earning the degree. The level of satisfaction in earning
the degree of technical college graduates is lower than that of the others. This is considered to be
because they are unsatisfied with the level of the system, according to the free answers of the
questionnair. Many technical college graduates show insatisfaction to the level of the system, although

they are satisfied with it at the individual level.



