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(ABSTRACT)

From 1858 to the future: summary report of the lecture given by
Ms. Judith Brooks, Deputy Director, External Programme,
University of London, 17 February 1997

Mari KOYANO*

The introductory lecture on the University of London External Programme (ULEP) was given at the
National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD) by Ms. J.C.Brooks, Deputy Director, of the ULEP.
For the last two years the NIAD has been undertaking a research project on external programmes which
are adopted by severalhigher educational institutions in the UK or US. The NIADs degree-awarding
system is partly modelled on these programmes. The visit of Ms. Brooks to the NIAD was part of its
project, and the lecture was greatly appreciated by all its participants.

The ULEP has one of the longest history as an instituionalised external programme all over the world.
The University of London, founded in 1836, was originally a degree-awarding institution for students
who were educated in other higher educational institutions. The ULEP was established in 1858 based on
this original idea. The University started to provide its own education in the late 19th century, but the
significance of the Programme has been unchanged. Since its establishment the ULEP has remarkably
contributed to widening access to higher education both inside and outside the UK.

The current state of the ULEP can be summarised from various viewpoints, i.e., its purpose and
mission; degrees to be awarded; colleges involved (Lead Colleges); marketing; materials and guidance;
students; and competition with other institutions. The main purpose of the ULEP is to widen the access
to higher education for people inside and outside the UK. It enables people, who cannot attend regular
courses provided by the University, to attend programmes for its degrees or other certificates. All
successful students attending the Programme are to obtain London University degrees, not external
degrees. This requires students to reach rather high academic standard as it does for regular students of
the University. Either undergraduate or postgraduate degrees are available in a wide range of subjects,
such as law, management, mathematics, music, agricultural development, etc. However, either Mphil or
Ph.D can hardly be obtained as a matter of fact. New master degrees are to be introduced from the
academic year of 1998 on. Many colleges in the University have been involved with the Programme in
respect of education, assessment or quality assurance. Since 1991 the staff of the ULEP has been keen
on marketing, and the advertising activity has been successful in recruiting many students. Students are
to be given useful materials for study, and sufficient guidance is to be offered particularly to

undergraduate students. The Programme has been popular among students from the Commonwealth
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countries, such as Singapore, Malaysia or Hong Kong. The number of registered Japanese students has
been doubled this year. Although the ULEP has been successfully developed so far, it should, in the
future, win in the severe competition with other educational institutions, either institutions recruiting
many overseas students for financial reasons or the Open University which promote continuing
education. Considering various affirmative factors of the programme, however, its future is to be bright.
The ULEP will continuously be taking its significant social role of widening access to higher education

for various types of people inside and outside the UK.
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