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[ABSTRACT]

Results of Surveys of Credit Accumulation
for General Education Courses by Applicants in FY2001
who have Completed Their Studies at Special Training Colleges

YAGI Katsumichi*

The awarding of bachelor degrees by the National Institution of Academic Degrees and University
Evaluation (NIAD-UE) to applicants who have completed their studies at special training colleges was
started in FY1999 in addition to applicants who have completed studies at already qualified colleges,
i.e., junior colleges and colleges of technology. Special training colleges are more oriented, in
curriculum, to a specific field so that learners who have completed their studies are easily able to pass
state examinations for state licenses. Therefore, the accumulation of credits for general education at
such special training colleges may be more limited. Since 1999, no survey of the number of such
general education credits has been carried out, nor on those earned after the completion of studies at
these colleges.

In the present work, we have classified all of the credits accumulated by 232 applicants in FY2001
into those for specialized subjects, semi-specialized subject courses and for general education courses.
The last area was further classified into humanities and sociology, mathematics and natural sciences,
foreign languages, health and gymnastics, basic information science and technology, and ‘others’
including courses of subjects unrelated to the student’s field of study. The classification is similar to that
often used at 4-year universities.

Most of the applicants were in nursing and health sciences such as medical technology, radiological
technology, physical therapy and occupational therapy while a few were in nutrition and 5 were in 5
other different disciplines. Applicants who have completed their studies at these special training
colleges were able to acquire additional credits either as students at NIAD-UE-recognized advanced
programs at junior colleges (applicants mainly in nursing and nutrition for the present survey), as non-
matriculated credit-based students at universities (nursing, health sciences) or as students at universities
(nursing, health sciences) .

Our results showed that the average number of credits accumulated for general education (excluding
fields under “others”) at special training colleges depends on the discipline. It is low for nursing (17.5
units) and nutrition (15 units) and high for medical technology (27.5 units), while the overall average
for all of the disciplines is 21 units. Differences arose mainly due to the number of credits for math-

natural science and foreign languages. Two applicants earned credits of less than 9 units and 45

* Professor, Faculty for the Assessment and Research of Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees
and University Evaluation
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applicants (19.5%) earned less than 15 units.

The acquisition of credits in general education courses after the completion of studies at special
training college was found to depend on the applicant and the applicant’s learning career, so that
although the average number of credit units is of reference, it is not an overall indicator. Fifty-one
applicants (22%, mostly graduates of advanced programs of junior colleges) earned credits of less than
5 units. Ninety-three applicants (40%) earned more than 11 units in which the Air University courses
played an indispensable role.

For the total number of combined credits earned before and after completion of studies at special
training colleges, 31 applicants (13%) earned credits of less than 20 units (the lowest of which was
9 units) while more than half, or 130 applicants, earned credits of more than 30 units.

The present survey has shown that the characteristics of credit accumulation for general education
courses by applicants who have completed studies at special training colleges depend on the discipline
and the acquisition methods. A more detailed study has been presented in the manuscript. Also,
continuing surveys of applicants in recent fiscal years as well as of other learning institutions are to be

carried out.
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