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[ABSTRACT]

Missions, Experiences and Directions:
Research Activities connected with Degree-Awarding Works
of National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD)

TACHI Akira”

In this article, I examine the missions of research activities connected with degree-awarding works of the
National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD), which was erected in 1991. I also discuss its 10-year
experiences and its future directions.

The items examined and discussed here are as follows.

1.
1.1.
1.2.
1.3.
1.4.
1.5.
1.6.
2.
2.1.
2.2.
3.
3.1
3.2.
3.3.
4.
4.1.
4.2.
4.3.
4.3.1
432
44.
44.1.

44.2.
4.5.

45.1.
452.
453.
45.4.
4.6

4.6.1.
4.6.2.
4.7.

The missions of NIAD

Legal provisions of the missions of NIAD

The degree-awarding power of NIAD

Two schemes of awarding degrees and two types of degree-granting institutions
Awarding degrees through assessment and validation -the legacy of UK-CNAA
Validation by universities and Ireland-NCAA

The concept of “External Degrees”

Discussions on “Credit Accumulation and Addition System”

The meaning of Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme in UK

The idea of Credit Accumulation and Addition System and NIAD

Research activities of NIAD

Research for development of NIAD works

Supporting universities to administer their degree systems

Supporting higher education policies on academic degrees and credit systems
Subjects of Research

Basic Surveys

Development of “Credit Accumulation and Addition System”

Studies on integrity of academic degree system

The meaning of bachelor’s degree and development of criteria for assessment
Systems of degree and credit awarding in foreign countries

Credit awarding for external learning experiences

Studies of methods of assessment of learning in non-university institutions, corporations and public
enterprises.

Studies of degree and credit systems in foreign countries

Discussions for development of NIAD system

Generalization of application of those who prospect to complete credit works
Discussion on renovation of NIAD bachelor’s degree by credit accumulation
Discussion on the possibility of NIAD master’s degree by credit accumulation
Development of the methods of conferring credits to learning results outside of universities
Related Study Subjects

Establishment and Diffusion off the idea of CEU

Studies on evolution of IT distance learning and NIAD degree system
Innovation of NIAD system of validation of education programs

* Professor, Faculty of University Evaluation and Research, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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