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[ABSTRACT]

The Academic Profession in the United States:

Focusing on 1990's challenges and changes

HASHIMOTO Koichi*

As of 1998-1999 there were a total of 989,813 faculties involved in teaching and research at 4070
colleges and universities in the U.S. These academic professions, that consist of many social backgrounds,
are currently under considerable pressure due to demographic, economic and technological developments.
Using the NSOPF database constructed by NCES (U.S. Department of Education) during the 1990's, I
examined dilemmas and challenges taking place in the profession in this article.

The results of the analysis are as follows:

1. Financial cutbacks, enrollment uncertainties, economic recession, pressure for accountability are
among the challenges US higher education from the early 1990's.

2. Because of financial pressures, the proportion of part-time faculty in academia has grown radically and
now covers more than 40%.

3. In addition, though the academic profession used to be largely white, male and Protestant, it has grown
increasingly diverse. In the 1990's, the proportion of part-time women, non-native-born faculty, and
racial minority in academia has grown steadily.

4. The percentage of faculties who have tenure and are on the tenure track also has decreased recently. In
other words, the proportion of assistant professors or lecturers has increased.

5. With the pressure for the faculty to focus more on 'teaching’ than 'research’' and to spend more time in
the classroom, the academics tend to be working longer and classroom hours have increased
particularly in the late 1990's.

It is possible to summarize that some of basic trends that have been analyzed in this article are likely to

continue to affect the academic profession in the U.S. in the future.

*Associate Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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