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[ABSTRACT]

The Educational System for Nurses in Postwar Japan:

In Relation to the Earners of Bachelor Degree of NIAD

Koichi HASHIMOTO*

National Institution for Academic Degrees (hereinafter called NIAD) was established in July 1991,
and has awarded Bachelor degree to the applicants, who successfully completed a program of junior
college, college of technology or an equivalent level of education, and accumulated credits subsequent to
the completion of the given program.

Since NIAD was established, we have awarded many B.A. degrees to the applicants who completed a
program of three-year junior colleges in nursing (930 out of all the applicants 7,111 (13.1%), as of at the
end of 1999). As a result of that, the number of B.A. earners in nursing becomes 687 (11.0% of total B.A.
earners 6,258, as of 1999). Besides, in 1999 the system has changed to the one in which technical college
graduates can apply for a degree. Therefore, we can expect that the number of applicants who graduate
from technical schools in nursing will increase.

Most of degree earners in nursing by NIAD are graduates from such three-year junior college in
nursing. But there are other three-year training institutions except above mentioned junior colleges and
technical colleges. And the number is small, but there are also two-year junior colleges. At the same time,
the four-year nursing colleges are being established one after another, and recently many three-year junior
colleges in nursing have been promoted to four-year colleges. Now 55 years has passed since the war
ended, and it seems that the training system of nurse has become more complicated during that time.

How has the training system of professions changed? What kind of policy should be taken for
balancing the supply and demand of professions? It is indispensable to follow and analyze these points for
considering manpower policy of professions. In the case of nurse, the change of its training system has
tremendously affected the trend of the number of degree earners in nursing by NIAD. Moreover, it is quite
critical to consider the system of NIAD in the future.

Then in this paper, I overviewed the training system of nurse that has been unified yet even through
various changes after the war and analyze the trend of the number of nurses graduated from various
institutions. Moreover, I tried to estimate the number of applicants and earners of degree in nursing from

now on.

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees
National Institution for Academic Degrees
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