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[ABSTRACT]

Foundation and Reorganization of Faculty of Literature and Sciences:
A Impact on the National University Sector in the Higher Education

in Postwar Japan

Koichi HASHIMOTO *

The new system of university education after the war was completed by April 1949, with abolishing and
amalgamating the prewar higher educational institutions. In May 1949, under the new system 69 national
universities started.

At the beginning, however, the Ministry of education did not have a clear vision what a university under
the new system ought to be. Under the new system, a faculty of literature and sciences was formed through
amalgamation and abolition of the prewar teacher colleges, Kyusei-Koko, etc. As a result of that, the
faculty was forced to have extremely important three roles, that is, 1) research and education of social
sciences, humanities and natural sciences, 2) general education of these fields and 3) training of teachers
together with the faculty of education. Therefore the reform and reorganization of the faculty of literature
and sciences was the very reform of the basis of national universities.

In this paper, I studied the policy making process from the establishment of the faculty of literature and
sciences after the war, argument about the reform to the abolition of the faculty. Then I analyzed the impact

on the national university system in order to rethink the idea of new universities and its system.

*Associate Professor.Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees.
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