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[ABSTRACT]

External Academic Degree Program in the United States (I1I):
Graduates and Withdrawing Students of Charter Oak State College

Koichi HASHIMOTO*

The objective of this paper is to analyze graduates and withdrawing students’ profiles and their
experiences on the external academic degree program, by utilizing the surveys conducted by Charter Oak
State College (Report on Recent Graduates, Fall 1991 through Spring 1995 and Report on Withdrawing
Students, June 1991 through January 1995). Charter Oak State College (hereinafter called COSC) is one of
external academic degree programs in the United States and conducted surveys by questionnaires to COSC
alumni (degree earners) and withdrawing students.

Like Regent College and Thomas Edison State College, COSC is an external degree program of
Connecticut State of the United States, which does not require students to academic residency, that is, it
does not have an educational function on its campus, but provides degrees (Associate, and Bachelor
degrees) solely based on the evaluation of external study. In this sense, this college has many aspects which
are similar to that of NIAD in Japan.

The outline of the external degree program of COSC and its status and role in the Connecticut State
higher education system has already been analyzed in the previous paper. In this paper, I introduce the
highlights of the outcomes of the questionnaire surveys conducted by COSC to alumni (Bachelor and
Associate degree earners) and withdrawing students. The highlights are, for example, the reasons of
enrollment, impact by earning degrees, reasons of withdrawing, and examine its challenges and future
prospects by compared with NIAD.

First, I introduce the outline and results of the survey, (1) to alumni of COSC (Chapter 2), and, (2) to
withdrawing students of COSC (Chapter 3), then look into the problems and future prospects of COSC

(Conclusion).

* Associate Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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