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[ABSTRACT]

From RAE2001 to RAE2008 in the United Kingdom:
Notes on three documents, “The Second Report of Science and Technology
Committee in the House of Commons”, “Review of Research Assessment (Roberts
Report)” and “Initial Decision for RAE2008”

IWATA Suehiro*

The final reports of the Research Assessment Exercise in 2001 (RAE2001) were published in December, 2001. The
reports were welcomed by an article in Nature, whose title, “British research audit may be last of its kind", directly
suggested that an extensive review of the previous RAEs and some sort of revision in future RAE are required. In
this special issue, we have translated three of the most important documents into Japanese. In this short note, to ex-
plain the background of these documents, we follow the subsequent reviewing process in the Science and
Technology Committee of the House of Commons and in the Higher Education Funding Council in England (HEFCE),
and in the Roberts Committee. The present status in preparation for RAE2008 is also briefly reported.

* Present: Specially-appointed professor, Center for Quantum Life Sciences and Graduate School of Science, Hiroshima
University. From April, 2001 to April, 2004: Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees and University
Evaluation.



