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Center for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis 1995 1 3 3 3
Centers of Research Excellence in Science and Technology 1987 11 9 9 11
Chemistry Centers 1998 21 14 10 20
Earthquake Engineering Research Centers 1988 3 6 6 6
Engineering Research Centers and Groups 1985 32 61 56 60
Industry/University Cooperative Research Centers 1973 46 5 5 5
State/Industry/University Cooperative Research Centers 1991 3 0 1 -
Information Technology Centers 2000 66 73 70 74
Long-Term Ecological Research Program 1980 24 19 19 19
Materials Centers 1994 29 53 53 57
Mathematical Sciences Research Institutes 1982 6 10 14 15
Nanoscale Science and Engineering Centers 2001 6 11 12 19
Physics Frontiers Centers 2003 5 10 13 13
Plant Genome Virtual Centers 1998 23 32 31 32
Science and Technology Centers 1987 11 44 45 45
Science of Learning Centers 2003 - - 20 20
SBE (Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences) Centers - 7 6 5 13
&t 294 356 372 411
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[ABSTRACT]

Evaluation and Accumulation of Best-Practices of Research Centers:
Case Study of the NSF’s Engineering Research Center Program

HAYASHI Takayuki*

Within the research universities in the United States, “organized research units (ORUs)", research centers and in-
stitutes with a non-departmental structure, are important for conducting interdisciplinary and mission-oriented re-
search. This paper explains the methods and criteria to evaluate research centers and the best-practices of research
centers from the case of NSF’s Engineering Research Center (ERC) Program. This case shows that the evaluation
criteria provide a guideline to construct a research center as an internally-integrated organization as well as an or-
ganization meeting industrial and social needs. In addition, the accumulation and dissemination of best-practices are
required to improve the day-to-day management of centers which cannot be handled in the evaluation, and to en-

courage various activities in research and education.
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