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[ABSTRACT]

The Credit-based Modular Systems in British Higher Education:
With special reference to CNAA CATS and OU Rating System

Yoshihito YASUHARA*

Single honor degree has been the traditional norm of the first degree courses in British higher education,
which has been centred on a rigorous academic discipline with rigid scope and sequence. As a result, it
tended to lack flexibility and elasticity seen from the students’ point of views as learners.

So called credit-based modular systems (CBMS) developed since the 1960’s were to challenge the
traditional norm and to meet the students’ various learning needs which emerged as a consequence of rapid
growth of student population.

What are the credit-based modular systems? What are the ideas and notions of CBMS? Why and how
have these new models of curriculum construction in the British higher education been developed? This
paper intends to clarify these points by referring mainly to the Council for National Academic Awards
(CNAA) Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATS) and the Open UniversityAfs Credit Rating

System.

% Professor, Hiroshima University
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